
Song For Wom e ns Day
Victoria is  pas s ionate  abou t au die nce  involve m e nt in h e r 
m u s ic, s h e  says  “M any of m y songs  h ave  ch oru s  parts  for 
au die nce  m e m be rs  to s ing be cau s e  I w ant pe ople  to be  
active ly e ngage d in th e  m u s ic and th e  lyrics.” Th e  Song for 
W om e ns  Day w as  w ritte n to ce le brate  Inte rnational 
W om e ns  Day afte r Gibson w e nt to a rally in th e  e arly 19 9 0's  
and th e re  w as  no spe cific song for th e  crow d of pe ople  to 
s ing. “I im agine d e ve ryone  s inging som e th ing pos itive  and 
s h aring th e  e ne rgy and spirit of W om e ns  Day”, Victoria 
e xplains , th e n continu e s , “I starte d from  th e  ide a th at th e re  
is  ge ne ral agre e m e nt th at ce rtain is s u e s  are  im portant, 
inclu ding pe rsonal safe ty, cle an w ate r, s u fficie nt food and 
ade qu ate  s h e lte r for e ve ryone , e spe cially ch ildre n.” Th e  ide a 
gre w  to inclu de  a w is h  list of e nvironm e ntal and social 
be ne fits  th at s h e  fe lt w ou ld be  e nth u s iastically acce pte d.

Gibson h as  be e n s inging h e r song at annu al W om e ns  Day 
e ve nts  in Vancou ve r inclu ding rallie s  at th e  dow ntow n 
library and Grandvie w  Park , confe re nce  gath e rings  for 
stu de nts , th e  Arts ' Clu b lou nge  and on cable  te le vis ion. Sh e  
e ncou rage s  e ve ryone  to join in th e  W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh  
ch oru s  as  an affirm ation of s u pport for th e  s e ntim e nts  
e xpre s s e d in th e  lyrics. Th e  conce pt of th e  w ord “w ay” as  a 
pos itive  dire ction or path  is  com m on in m any songs , bu t an 
argu m e nt s h e  ove rh e ard be tw e e n tw o te e nage rs  w ith  one  
ins isting, “No w ay” and th e  oth e r re torting, “W ay!” gave  th e  
ide a m ode rn re inforce m e nt.

Afte r som e  discu s s ions  w ith  h e r frie nds , Victoria de cide d 
th at th e re  cou ld be  no e qu ality for w om e n w ith ou t e qu ality 
for m e n as  w e ll, so s h e  w rote  of a W om e ns  Day th at is  not 
only for fe m ale s , bu t for all h u m anity.  “Th e  ide a of fre e dom  
and fairne s s  for e ve ryone  is  m y inte rpre tation of th e  spirit 
of W om e n's  Day“, s h e  says  and sm ile s  broadly.

W h e n s h e  w rote  th e  song, th e  21st ce ntu ry s e e m e d far 
aw ay, bu t now  w e  are  w e ll into th e  first de cade , Victoria 
w ants  to s h are  h e r song w ith  a w ide r au die nce . Ple as e  
cons ide r h osting a pe rform ance  of th e  song and h e lp to 
cre ate  re ality of ou r dre am  of a W om e ns  Day Song.

Contact: vixm u s ic01@h otm ail.com , or 778-885-2123 

A vide o of a pe rform ance  can be  vie w e d on h e r blog:
 w w w.live m ore ligh tly.com /2008/01/02/song-for-
inte rnational-w om e ns -day/

Victoria Gibson is  a ve te ran 
pe rform e r as  a m us ician and m ulti-
m e dia artis t. H e r artis tic practice  
e ncom pas s e s  a range  of dis cipline s  
th at h ave  e m e rge d from  h e r 
inte re s t in m us ic and te ch nology. 
As  a m us ician, Victoria h as  m os t 
re ce ntly be e n re h e ars ing w ith  Paul 
Plim le y for an inte ractive , 
e le ctronic, im provis ational s h ow  to 
b e  pre s e nte d at th e  Ch ildre n's  
Fe s tival in May 2008. As  a 
com pos e r, s h e  is  curre ntly s coring 
h e r Live  More  Ligh tly s ong for 
publication w ith  as s is tance  from  
pianis t and arrange r Eric H om inick . 
Gib s on's  w ork  as  a s tudio e ngine e r 
and m us ic te ch nologis t h as  
include d re cording and co-
producing Kate  H am m e tt-Vaugh n's  
2007 CD, Luck y to Be  M e . Sh e  is  
als o active  as  a com pute r 
ins tructor, w e b  de s igne r and 
graph ic artis t.
A graduate  of UBC, Victoria h olds  a 
BA m ajor in m us ic and h as  
pe rform e d in e ns e m ble s  
re pre s e nting dive rs e  cultural are as , 
including playing a Baline s e  
gam e lan ins trum e nt in th e  
e ns e m ble  Gita Gong As m ara for th e  
vis it of Que e n Eliz abe th  II to UBC. 
Alth ough  s h e  h as  s tudie d and 
pe rform e d W e s te rn Europe an, 
African, Latin Am e rican, South  
Indian (Karnatic) and Indone s ian 
m us ic, h e r h e ritage  is  firm ly roote d 
in North  Am e rican Blue s  and Folk  
m us ic traditions . 



W om e ns  Day Song 
by Victoria Gibson (socan 19 9 4)

Th is  song re qu ire s  au die nce  participation or tw o parts  [2nd part].

vs  1.
In th e  21st Ce ntu ry [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
W om e ns ' spirit got to be  fre e  [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Eve ryw h e re  acros s  th e  land [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Broth e r and s iste r u nde rstand [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
H ow  far w e 've  com e  can only s h ow  h ow  far w e  tru ly h ave  to go,
H e ar now  ou r s ile nt scre am , cre ate  re ality from  ou r dre am .

vs  2.
M oth e r's  sm ile  s h all k now  no te ar, [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Dau gh te r's  h ide  no s e cre t fe ar, [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
All th e  be lovéd ch ildre n fe d, [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Each  h ave  a place  to lay th e ir h e ad, [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Earth  be com e  a s e cu re  place  no m ore  w ar toys  or arm am e nt race ,
Land pu re  and w ate r cle an, w e 're  k e e pe rs  of ou r plane t gre e n.

Ch oru s :
W om e n's  Day for h u m anity –  W om e n's  Day bring e qu ality
W e  w ill s ing in h arm ony –  w e  w ill s e t th e  pe ople  fre e  x2

vs3.
Love  can grow  w h e n h e arts  can re st, [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Ris e  u p now , East and W e st, [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Unite d w e  can ch ange  th e  plan, [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Save  e ach  w om an, ch ild and m an, [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Pow e r grow s  w h e n w e  are  strong, h e lp u s  s ing ou r fre e dom  song,
Now  it is  not too late , pu t dow n bitte rne s s  and h ate .

vs4.
W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh , [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh , [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh , [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh , [W ay-w ay-oh -w ay-oh ]
Pow e r grow s  w h e n w e  are  strong, h e lp u s  s ing ou r fre e dom  song,
Now  it is  not too late , pu t dow n bitte rne s s  and h ate .

Ch oru s :
W om e n's  Day for h u m anity –  W om e n's  Day bring e qu ality
W e  w ill s ing in h arm ony –  w e  w ill s e t th e  pe ople  fre e  x2
W e  w ill s e t th e  pe ople  fre e !




